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Consistent wood
certification matters

IB Putera Parthama
JAKARTA

ovember marked a histo

ic moment in Indonesia’s

wood product  cxports.
In,

One year ago, on Nov. 15, Indone-
an wi roducts were for the
first time shipped with the tim-
ber legality certificate (S-LK), an
equivalent of the Forest Law En-
forcement Governance and Trade
(FLEGT) license.

The shipment capped years of
negotiations between Indonesia
and the European Union to con-
clude a voluntary partnership
agreement (VPA) on law enfore
mentandi imor oved management
and trade i try, popularly

L

wmudn and Eu-
ropean C President

and many stakeholders finally
solved the problem.

more _flexible regulation
without reducing the account-
ability of timber legality was
implemented for furniture and
handicraf businesses, including
fon to arrange group
ul fication and a longer period
of certificate validity.

Until October 2017, 3007 \I\'
dustrial units had obtained €
documents, which were predom-
inantly furniture and handicraft
producers.

What is happening today offers
the right momentum to keep pro-
moting the performance of fur-
niture and other wood pmcmm
in the export market. The
rented e FLEG T lcense sre
ates the psychological impact on
the mtun.ntmn.\l market tha
donesian wood products are legal

Jean-Claude Junc in April
2016, making Indonesia the only
nation to have reached the accord
with the EUL

As part of the agreement, the
document indicating the legiti-
macy and sustainability of Tndo-
resian wood products, the S-LK,
which resulted from the tim-
ber legality verification system
(SVLK), was considered equiv-
alent to the FLEGT license. It
means Indonesian wood prod-
ucts can enter Europe without
going through the process of due
diligence as required by EU wood
import regulation.  Indonesian
wood products carning the free-
dom to enter the EU became a
historic event celebrated by Cabi-
net ministers on Nov. 24, 2016.
ive impact was notic
» Based on tim-
ber legality information system
(SILK) data of the Environment
and Forestry Ministry, wood
product exports to Europe con-
tinued to improve amid global
economic lethargy.

‘While wood product exports to
the EU in 2015 and 2016 totaled
US$872.2 million and  $868.8
million,respectively, until Octo-
ber this Vl\\l' with the S-LK serv-
ing as the FLEGT license, wood
product exports to Europe have
reached $108 billion. Indone-
sia’s wood product exports to the
world until October 2017 were
worth $9.3 billion, exceeding the
2016 value of $9.2 billion.
he positive impact of the

S-LK scheme prevailed in the
wood processingindustry, includ-
ing in furniture and handicratt
production dunmmud by sma
scale businesses, as shown by the
rise in l.x|m|t,~ of these products.
In 2015 and 2016, furniture ex-
ports to Europe respectively hit

$262.9 million and $203.8 mi
lion. Until October 2017, furni-
ture exports to the continent
climbed to $461.9 million.

The export performance is cer-
tainly heartening, which is even
more so as one of the reasons for
the long-drawn FLEGT accord
negotiations was the prepared-
ness of furniture and handicraft
producers for the certification. A

and
For quite a long time, Indone-
n wood products have been
improperly labeled as results of il-
legal logging, while the count
receiing such products from In-
donesia have just enjoyed them
by Lﬂl!lln“m},lhk' market.
The b

ed with the presence 'of the
derived from the SVLK, the
tem that guarantees the sustain-
ability of wood products from
Indonesia, because it is based on
forest conservation  principles
and indicatc

A number of count and
international organizations
have acknowledged Indonesia’s
achievement. This unique cert]
fication method that involves in-
dependent institutions and civil
society groups in monitoring en
sures the accountability of S-LK
documents.

To maintain the momentum,
all timber business players should
of course consistently follow the
guidelines stipulated in the S-LK.
The global trust gained s too wor-
thy to be spoiled by one or two cu-
bic meters of stolen wood. NGO
reports on the discovery of illegal
wood Inhltlumun in the process
of certification in several wood
|a)nu‘~~|)|;. \||||t~ should receive
prompt sanctions
should be i |m|m ed on those com-
mitting violations without com-
promise.

Conversely, we should also de-
mand consistency on the part of
the EU. As the only country sign-
ing the l LL(Vl VPA with the EU,
Indon s .t enjoyed a
anmm market share in the
continent. The EU timber market
is still very easily penetrated by
other countries’ products.

e EU

regulation itapplies
veness of the other
s will decrease as
their legality requires thorough
sting, which takes time and
money.

The EU should also more con-
sistently promote the FLEGT li-
censetotrustitsownscheme rath-
er than those developed by other
s to guarantee wood prod-

group of busi wanted
furniture and handicraft prod-
uets to be exempt from the obliga
tion to present the S-LK in their
export process.

Their argument was the high
cost of certification while furni-
ture and_ handicraft businesses
gen \Hv belong to small and m

Hn\ww , financi
er support from the government

Consistency is the key word
for Indonesia and the EU because
the essence of the agreement isn't
just hoosting exports but also im-
provingforest management.

Thewriteis dicctor generalof

sustainable production forest man
agementat the Ervironmentand
orestry Ministry.
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